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SUBJECT: GOP REQUEST EOR SEIZURE OF US FLAG VESSEL 
REE: PANAMA 2906 

1. ON AFTERNOON TUESDAY, APRIL 27, MR. STEVENS OF AGENCIA 
WORSLEY, AGENT FOR TUNA VESSEL "VOYAGER", CALLED AT EMBASSY 
TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER. 

2. STEVENS STATED THAT "VOYAGER" COMPLETED FISHING WITH 
FINAL SET AT POSITION 83 DEGREES 15' W 06 DEGREES 5' N, 

IN COSTA RICAN WATERS, AT 0940 SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 1976, 

AND THEN SET DIRECT COURSE FOR BALBOA WITH INTENT OF 
TRANSITING CANAL. "VOYAGER" CAPTAIN HAD INFORMED AGENT 
OF THIS INTENT. 

3. BETWEEN 1300 AND 1605 SUNDAY, APRIL 25, "VOYAGER" 

STOPPED TO WASH NETS AT POSITION 15 MILES WEST OF 
MONTUOSA ISLAND (NEAR COIBA ISLAND) IN PANAMA WATERS. 

AGENT STATED THAT WASHOUT OF NETS IS NORMAL PRACTICE FOR 
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DURING THIS PERIOD, "VOYAGER " LOG REPORTS "PHOTOGRAPHED 
BY PANAMANIAN PATROL PLANE". 

4. "VOYAGER" ARRIVED BALBOA OUTER ANCHORAGE, CANAL 
ZONE WATERS, AT APPROXIMATELY 1340 MONDAY, APRIL 26, 

AND REPORTED THAT ALTER ARRIVING AT ANCHORAGE, SHE 
SIGHTED PANAMANIAN PATROL BOAT, WHICH CIRCLED 
"VOYAGER". AGENT REPORTS THAT "VOYAGER" AT NO TIME 
SIGHTED ANY PANAMANIAN PATROL BOAT PRIOR TO ARRIVAL 
IN CANAL ZONE WATERS, AND THAT SHE RECEIVED NO IN- 
STRUCTION OR REQUEST TO HEAVE TO. 

5. AGENT PROVIDED COPIES OF EXTRACT OF "VOYAGER" 

LOGS SHOWING ABOVE-CITED POSITIONS AND LOG ENTRIES. 

6. AGENT REPORTS HAVING RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS EROM 
VESSEL'S OWNER (DEL MONTE) ON APRIL 27 THAT VESSEL 
IS TO TRANSIT CANAL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, BUT IS TO 
ANCHOR AT CRISTOBAL AND NOT DEPART FROM THERE WITHOUT 
EURTHER INSTRUCTIONS EROM OWNER. ACCORDINGLY, 
"VOYAGER" IS NOW SCHEDULED TO COMMENCE CANAL TRANSIT 
AT APPROXIMATELY 1700 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28 AND TO CLEAR 
GATUN LOCKS AT APPROXIMATELY 0400 APRIL 29. 

7. STEVENS STATED THAT HE HAD ORDERED ENTIRE CREW 

OE "VOYAGER" TO RETRAIN EROM ANY STATEMENTS WHILE ON 
SHORE ABOUT THIS INCIDENT. HE IS ALSO CONTACTING 
OWNER TO REQUEST THAT LATTER INTERVENE WITH AMERICAN 
TUNA BOAT ASSOCIATION TO ASK THAT NO PUBLIC STATEMENT 
ON THIS INCIDENT BE MADE AT THIS TIME. 

8. TO DATE, THERE HAS BEEN NO PUBLIC MENTION OE THIS 
INCIDENT IN PANAMA. 

JORDEN 
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